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EIGHTH DISTRICT
SEARCH & RESCUE
COMPETITION
June 18-19, 2010
Teamsfrom
Eighth District Western

Rivers & Eastern Region

Areinvited toparticipate
Hosted by Division 24 (North Alabama)
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Come On Down, Bring a Team
DSAR Schedule & Events

Prep Day: Thursday, 17 June
e Teams, judgesand support staff meeting and
safety briefing at Goosepond Colony pavilion.
No public events.

Day One: Friday 18 June
e Seamanship written exam
e Sear ch and Rescue Planning
e SAR execution
e Marlinspike& Communications

Day Two: Saturday, 19 June
e HeavingLine
e Pump Drill
e Mystery Event 1
e Mystery Event 2

Note: Event schedule may change
duetoweather or other issues



Although the winter season has been
fairly severewell into 2010, it would
appear that the Eighth Digtrict Eastern
Region is well on its way to take
advantage of the soon to be Spring
season. Hopefully, it will come sooner
than later. Despite the weather most
Divisions were able to conduct their
Change of Watch programs as
scheduled. Thosethat found it difficult
to meet the schedul ed date smoothly
trangtionedto another and dl went very
well. Thanksto my new team (well
mostly new) DCAPTs Gerlinde
Higginbotham, George Groene, Walt
Whitacre, the DCOS Rick Washburn,
IPDCO Tom Mallison, LCDR Butler
and membersof hisstaff, wewereable
to have an EXCOM member present
at every COW. Thanksto each of them
for braving the weather to bring the
District messageto the membership!

Thereareanumber of initiativesthat
we have been working on that would
bring some very interesting
opportunitiesto membersof theDidrict.
One of these programswould be the
Didtrict Search and Rescue Competition
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COMO David L. Maul
District Commodore

A New Year -- A New Team

that isscheduled for 17-19 June 2010.
I’m sure that there will be a more
definitivearticleabout thiseventinthis
issue, but | would liketo applaud the
District’'s DSAR Coordinator, Bill
McGonigd, DDC-RandtheDivision
24 Coordinator, George Chesebro,
DCDR-24 for the spectacul ar job that
they aredoing in putting thisprogram
together. Thisevent hastakenon*“a
lifeof itsown”! 1t would appear that
thisjoint Didtrict event (BERand 8WR)
has been noticed by the Nationd staff
aswell asthe Eighth District Coast
Guard staff. | believethat wewill be
visited by a number of national
dignitariesand | know that Division 24
(Huntsville, AL) asssted by Divisons
16 (Chattanooga, TN) and 11
(Nashville, TN) will put together a
“world classevent”. Look for more
informationinthenear future.

A new opportunity for thoseinterested
intheart of cooking onaCoast Guard
Cutter will soonbeavailablefor those
who have some background in the
culinary field. The AUXCHEF
programiscurrently being reviewed by
the Coast Guard and thefirgt “tria run”

isscheduled to beheld on March 5%,

6" and 7", at the Coast Guard Depot,
Chattanoogaand on the CGC Ouachita,
whichishome ported in Chattanooga.
Assuming thesuccessof thisfirs try, we
will be looking to train other District
membersto the point of havingatrained
group of folkswho would beavailable
toassg any of thesix cuttersinour AOR
if and when an emergency arises and
there is need for a “cook” on board.
Stay tuned for thisone, becauseit will
give us another opportunity to assist
Sector OhioValley.

UprTeED STATES COAST GUuaRD AUXILI&RNY

A\ America’s
@ Volunteer
Guardians

“THE GUARDIAN ETHOS’
| amnAmericasMaritime Guardian.

| servethecitizensof the United States.
| will protect them.

| will defendthem.

| will savethem.

| amtheir Shidd.

For them | am Semper Paratus.

| livethe Coast Guard corevalues.

| amaGuardian.

We arethe United States Coast Guard.



Asour new season begins, | wishto
announcethe changesto your District
Saf. Frg, Bill McGonigd will betaking
over astheDistrict Directorate Chief
of Response. (DDC-R). Many of you
know Bill fromtheDigrict Captain East
pogitionfor thepast two years. Bill has
awedlth of experienceand knowledge.
He replaces Terry Merlo for 2010.
Terry didawonderful jobfor usinthe
Responseroll last year. Unfortunately,
Terry resigned for health reasonsand
we needed to find areplacement. Not
aneasy jobtofill. Bill hassomegreat
organizationd skillsandisan effective
manager. Bill will doan outsandingjob
for usthisyear. Theresponse position
hasresponsbility for Bob Craig, DSO-
NS, Mike Valencic, DSO-AV, Dave
Stroup, DSO-CM, Rick Schal, DSO-
OPaswell asMark LaPenna, DSO-
DFSO. Inaddition Bill hascharge of
theADSOsin those areastoo. Please
welcomeBill inhisnew positions. Yes,
positions. Bill isalso our Innovation
Aideto Commodore Maul. Bill will
keep usinformed and educated with
the areas dealing with Social
networking. Facebook, Twitter,
Blogging and the others methods of
Socia Media. Bill continuesto step up
and servewhen asked.
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Richard A. Washburn
District Chief of Saff

District Directorate Chief (DDC) Changes

The second change is the District
Directorate Chief of Prevention (DDC-
P) position. | am excited to have Paul
Leffler appointed as the DDC-P for
2010. Paul, asBill does, hasyears of
experienceandwill guidethe Prevention
areain meeting it'sgoalsfor the new
season. We have many changes,
updatesand mandatesfor Preventionin
2010. Paul will assist your members
through hisDSO'swithdl theupcoming
changes. Paul replaces Gary Brangtetter.
Gary hasafull platewith hiscivilian
career aswell aswith hiswork with the
Ohio Department of Natural Recourses
(ODNR). I wishtothank Gary for his
efforts and look forward to working
with himagain. Paul asyou know isour
POM S Coordinator aswell. Paul will
continueinthat roleinadditionto DDC-
P. With the new season upon usand the
new Operationa mandates, POM Shas
many changestoimplement. Especidly,
the order issuing authority. Paul is
updating POMS to accept those
changes. Paul has a super staff with
Terry Siler, DSO-MS, Duncan
Wilkinson, DSO-MT, Lynn Miles,
DSO-PA, JmmieHufnagel, DSO-PV
and Mort Mullins, DSO-VE. Through
the DSOs and ADSOs, Paul will
accomplish the District Goals and
smooth out therough spotsaswemove
forward. Pleasewed comePaul inhisnew
duties.

Billie McAdams will remain as our
DDC-L (Logigtics). Billiehasher saff
poised and ready to goin 2010. Jerry
Turley, DSO-CS, DeAnne
Rodenburg, DSO-1S, Mike Cotter,
DSO-MA, Maurice Moulton, DSO-
PB,AlanHal, DSO-HR and Roseanne
DeRamus, DSO-SR. You may have
thought you caught atypo here. No.
Oneof the changesNational has sent
downisPSor personnel serviceswill
be known asHuman Resources (HR).
Essentidly the same position but with
anewer job title. Maurice Moulton
will take over asyour PB Officer as
Gerlinde Higginbotham movesto her
new position asDidtrict Captain East.
Billie continuesto get thejob doneno
matter where sheisin the country!

Please wel comeyour new DDCsand
Saff Members. All of thesemembers
havethe experience needed and have
donated their timeto help usachievea
productive 2010. Work with them
through your Chain of Leadership and
Management so we all can be better
informed. Usingthe CLM keepsthe
communication flowing and all
informed. Asawayslet your District
Staff know how we can help achieve
your godsand have asafe season. We
look forward to working with you.
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Walt Whitacre
Digtrict Captain —South

Inreviewing the plansfor 2010, it isevident District South
hassome awesome eventson the caendar. Oneof thelargest
isthe District Search and Rescue (DSAR) exercisedated
for June 17-19, 2010 at the Goosepond Colony Marinain
Scottsboro, AL. Three divisions are working jointly to
conduct thisdynamic event. By thetimeyou read this, the
flyer advertising the activity will have beenreleased tothe
public. Hasyour division formed ateam to compete?

TheAuxiliary canimproveby working withthe state boating
organizations, with partner agencies, with other boating
organizationsand with thepublic. Holdingjoint vessd safety
check days with alocal Power Squadron is one option.
Conducting joint eventswith your local fire department or
thelocal rescue squadisanother. Devel oping responseplans
andworkingwithyour local Emergency Management team
isdsorewarding. Severd divisonsinEighth Digtrict Eagtern
Regiondready domany, if not al, of theseactivities. When
donewsdll, dl joint activitiescan present apositiveimage of
the Coast Guard and Auxiliary to the public.

The preparation for and conduct of joint activitiesimproves
our communication and teamwork skills. Public programs
such asregattasupport, DSAR, teaching boating safety, and
conducting safety patrolsall support our mission. Enhancing
theskillsof al of our own membersthrough conduct of the
AUXOP courses and member training in teamwork,
seamanship and communicationsimprovesour ability to
support the Coast Guard.

We gain opportunities for new member recruitment by
keeping our activities open and in the public eye. Let’'s
commit oursavesto helping eachand every oneof our fellow
members become better qualified. Let’'s encourage our
fellow membersto take on leadership roles. Improvement
in persona qualifications will indirectly improve our
community image and enable each and al of usto better
servethe Coast Guard.

Let usall work toward improving our serviceto the Coast
Guard andinenhancing our persond skills. Remember that
thesingle, most important trait of agood |leader ishisor her
willingnessto serve otherswithintegrity in anhonest, open,
sincere, hel pful manner. One of aleader’smost important
and effective dutiesisto provide growth opportunitiesfor
those heor sheleads.

Shown in the above photo are the participants and
ingructorsinthe HotillaCommander'sAcademy conducted
in Chattanooga, TN the weekend of Nov. 21-22, 2009.

Showninthe photograph are, from Left to Right: COMO
DavidL. Maul, Digtrict Commodore(Instructor), Jon Crisp,
ChrisWhitacre (Instructor), Ernest Cornett, Tim Hooker,
Margaret Wood, Wayne Schnell, Greg DeFriese, David
Ferguson, John Sharar, NorvellaDuke (seated), George
Warde, Paul Boyd, Darrell Wood, Walt Whitacre
(Instructor), and David Galaska. Not shown is Duncan
Wilkerson (Instructor). Thiswas avery interactive and
productive course. It wasfacilitated by COMO David L.
Maul, District Commodoreand enjoyed by all.
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Mort Mullins
DSO - Vessel Examiner

First, alook back at 2009. Total Vessel Safety Checksfor
our District totaled 5148, up just over 10% from the prior
year, dightly morethantheNationd trend. Bravo Zulutodll
involved. We also saw 37 new Vessel Examiners (VES)
qualified during theyear —well over the 10% goal we set.

Inother newsof interest to the Vessel Examinerscommunity,
N-Trainwasheld during thelast weekend in January in St.
Louisand thefollowing wasdiscussed:

Vesse Examiner examsareavailablefromANSCin printed
form for those preferring awritten test over the on-line
versions. They have 65 questions and you only need do
thirty. The65 arebeing distributed to District Staff Officers
next month for review to make sure they result in afair
outcome. Theon-lineexam hasalso been muchimproved
by software which tracksand throws out questionsthat too
many folksanswer incorrectly.

New Vessal Safety Check manualsaredue out for review
by theend of thefirst quarter. Changesinclude65ft. program
limit reflecting thefact we' renot normaly trainedtodothis
type of examination and information on paddlecraft exams
will beadded.

If therewasan overarching themein St. Louis, it wasto put
the focus on the boating safety education value of the
interactionwith theboating public over merenumbers—which
iscongstent with our Digtrict Commodore sthemeof quaity
over quantity. Consstent with thisiscontinuing emphasison
doing Vessal Safety Checksby the book and avoiding any

hint of “tabletop inspections’ for which there are horror
storiesaplenty. Membersof both theAuxiliary and United
States Power Squadron are reminded that asingle Vessel
Safety Check cannot be reported to both organizations.

Re: our favorite subject, Vessel Safety Check decals ANSC
has decal s numbering 200% of the number of inspections
reported from mid 2008 —mid 2009. Thisalonegivesan
excessdueto thenumber of Vessdl Safety Checksthat didn’t
passandget adecad. Of this200%, haf arebeing distributed
to Flotillasnow asrequestsarereceived. Sixty percent of
theremaining half will go out to Division Vessel Exam Staff
Officersin March—April and theremainder to District Staff
OfficersinApril —May. HotillaVessel Exam Staff Officers
should let their Division Staff Officersknow of their needs
for additional decalsand SOs should do the samewith me,

Finaly, aword about the TypeV inflatablesthat were made
availablefor wear during Vessel Safety Checks (thereare
still afew left at ANSC.) They are Coast Guard property
and subject to property accountability. Also, thoseusing
these devices should be aware that they are manual, not
automatic.

The remainder of the N-Train weekend was devoted to
building ateam approach among those programsinvolvedin
Recreational Boating Safety (RBS). Key inthisteam are
Vessel Examiners, Program Visitors, Instructorsand Public
Affairs. However, any of uswhointerfacewith theboating
public or managethat interaction areapart of thisteam.

The concept of the N-Train program wasto get all of the
team on the same page and cause usto think how we can
contribute to each other’seffortsaswe do our thing. For
example, promoting Boating Safety Courseswhilewedoa
Vessel Safety Check. Many of usdo thesethingsroutinely
and National Safe Boating Week isafocal point for sucha
team approach but there’'s always room for more
collaboration.

N-Train attendeeswere al so treated to basic team building
and project management training to helpin our collaboration.
There was also training in waysto work as ateam when
membersare scattered geographically by increasing theuse
of Skype and Google Groups.

DSO-VE report continued on pg. 7
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Michad Valencic
DSO -Aviation

Turbulent Air to Smooth Air in 2010

Our Squadron haslost avery good team member and asmost
know, Jerry Sprayberry passed away thispast year. Heheld
theposition of District Hight Safety Officer. Jerry wasaretired
747 Captain and brought a vast amount of knowledge and
experienceto Eighth District Eastern Region FHlight Team. He
wasatrueand good friend, Jerry will be sadly missed.

We compl eted operationa trainingin June 2009 at Air Sation
NOLA, New Orleans. All arrived Thursday, and Friday we
started the 8ER training covering Risk Management,
Communications Requirements, and District Aviation
Organization. Air Station personnd held the annua workshop
on Saturday covering topics such as CRM, SAR, Spatial
Disorientation, and Flight Safety.

Itisalwaysapleasureto spend timewith our friendsfrom 8"
Coastd and 8" Western. Fellowshipwasat Salvo’s- thelocal
watering hole. Sunday ushered in underwater egressdrills
presented by Air Station NOL A Rescue Swimmers, requiring
all to experiencetheflight ditch smulation chair and seventy
fiveyard swim. Wed so had the opportunity toigniteflaresand
discusswater survival techniques. A specia note of thanksto
theAir Station Skipper, Liaison Officer Ltjg. ChrisAument,
and dl Air Station Personnel for making our stay enjoyable.

Much of our mission capabilitieshaveatrophied duetotheloss
of membersand facilities. We have been working with three
active aircraft so our coverage of Sector’'s AOR has been

minima sol amdirecting my energy onrebuildingthe
Squadron. | amanticipating anexciting year for Eighth
EasternAviation. Weareincreasing our membership
after loangAircraft facilitiesduetotheredrictivenature
of Coast Guard TBO policy. Threenew pilotswith
facilitiesare consdering joining the squadron and that
will helptoincrease our operational status. | hopeto
haveten aircraft and sixty squadron membersin place
by year’ send and continuerebuilding thesquadron to
100 membersand 20 aircraft facilities.

Many thanksare dueto my ADSOswho putinlong
hours to keep the program in smooth air: Byron
Chapman - ADSO/AV Q (Qualification/Inspection).
David Vaencic worksasthe ADSO/AAC (AuxAir
Coordinator). ADSO/AVM (Material/Management)
bel ongsto Paul Leffler and Paul Ddl AiraistheADSO/
AVT (Aircrew Training). Mark Lapennaisour new
Digtrict Hight Safety Officer (DFSO) handling dl flight
safety issues.

Fly safe.

DSO-VE report continued from pg. 6

Therewasalot of discussion about theforthcoming
UTV (Uninspected Towing Vessel) program and the
roleAuxiliaristsmay play but nothing definitiveyet —
stay tuned.

Thankstod| of youwho participateintheVesse Safety
Check program. Arguably, wearethe CGintheeyes
of many boaters and we need to continueto makethe
most of each interaction to promote boating safety and
leave apositive and professional image of the Coast
GuardandtheAuxiliary.
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Rick Schal
DSO - Operations

New SOP for Operations

EffectiveApril 1, 2010, anew Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for Operations (OP) goesinto effect for Sector Ohio
Valley. There are two main reasons for these extensive
changes. Oneisto get the Sector Ohio Valley SOPinline
with other Sectorsthroughout the country. Thesecondisto
help maketheAuxiliary astronger force multiplier for the
Sector. Listed below are some of the mgjor changes and
how they will affect our operations:

Requestsfor ordersaretill donein POM Shy theAuxiliary
member asinthepast. However, approval of those orders
isnow doneby your Sector, MSD or MSU. A minimum of
48 hourslead-timeisrequired for order approval. Orders
not submitted on atimely basiswill not be approved.

TheGAR (Green-Amber-Red) modd , whichwent into effect
August 1, 2009, is required for every mission. When
notifying Sector a thestart of your patrol, youwill berequired
to givethisGAR number. Keepin mind that this number
can changeduring your patrol depending on conditions, and
each Coxswainisrespons blefor continuously monitoring
the six eements, which comprisethe GAR number.

A picture of each facility in now amandatory requirement
beforeorderswill beissued. Facilitiesownerscan enter the
picture themselvesin POMS or send it electronically to
DIRAUX in.jpeg format. Thepictureof afacility may be
takenonthefacility’strailer. Anexampleisonthispage.

Although not amandatory requirement, when completing
Form ANSC 7003 (Facility Inspection and Offer of Use),
thelatitudeandlongitudewherethefacility islocated should
belisted. Thiswill assist the Order Issuing Authority in
emergency callout Stuations.

Probably the biggest changein the SOP isthe one-hour
cal-inrequirement. Eachfacility under ordersisrequired
tocal inhourly to confirmtheir satusand position. Because
thiswill put an additional burden on Sector, every Divison
with morethen onefacility under orderswill berequiredto
set uparadioguard. Theradioguardwill call Sector onan
hourly basisto confirmthey arein contact with each active
facility and operationsarenormal. Radio guard operators
arerequired to be TCO (Telecommuni cations Operator)
qualified or AUXCOM qualified prior to 8 Mar 2009.

Peasenotethat the changeslisted abovearenot dl inclusve
and every Coxswain, Crew member and Facility owner
should read and becomethoroughly familiar with theentire
SOP. All questions concerning this new SOP should be
asked viathe Chain of L eadership and Management.
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DSAR Competition
& Public Events

Join us 18-19 June for fim, excitement and great
leaming opportunities. All events are available for
public viewing. Below are the planned events and
activities. For more information FEmail:
dsar201 0@ worldswitch.com.

DSAR Competition

There will be eight teams, consisting of 3 highlyv-
skilled Coast Guard Auxiliarists will compete in a
variety of activities and skills that are required to
perform Search and Rescue. Come watch these
teams in action.

Coast Guard Displays

Coast Guard personnel and operational facilities
are planned to be on display for viewng and
demonstrations. Come see the boats and
aircraft the Coast Guard uses to defend our ports
and waterways, perform search and rescue and
respond to national emergencies.

Coast Guard
Cutter Ouachita

Step on board the USCG Cutter QOuachita. The
USCG Cutter Ouachita mamtains aids-to-
navigation cn the Tennessee River. Get a close up

look at this hardworking vessel and meet the crew.

Coast Guard

Auxiliary

Come meet Coastie and Panda as they make
leaming about water safety fun for kids and adults.
Coast Guard Auxiliarists will also be on hand to
answer questions about boating safely, America’s
Waterway Watch and Coast Guard Auxiliary
missions and the many public events that they
participate in.
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Steof 201010 DSAR

Goosepond Colony
Scottsboro, AL

GPSCoordinates:
34.592 N, 86.079 W
Numeric: 34.592, -86.079

YouAre....Semper Paratus

U.S COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
eMail: dsar 2010@wor ldswitch.com

Web: http://uscgaux8er.info/dsar.htm

About Goosegpond Colony

Goosepond Colony, located in the northern hills of
Alabama, off of the Tennessee River. Each year,
Goosepond Colony drawsthousands of bassfishersand
host many fishing tournaments. Boaters are drawn by
Goosepond's sceni ¢ beauty, abundance of fish and itstop-
notchfacilities.

DSAR 2010

Eight teams drawing membersfrom 20 stateswill compete
inavariety of search and rescue, navigation and boating
skills. Along with DSAR Competition, will be multiple
activitiesfor public participation and viewing. Comewatch
and meet U. S. Coast Guard and U. S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary personnel as they showcase their skills. All
displaysand eventswill take place near the Goosepond
Colony marinaand the Scottsboro Civic Center. Dining
opportunitiesand concess onswill beavailablefor purchase
at several Goosepond Colony locations.
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Bob Bruce
Divison Commander - Divison 12

CharteringFlotilla082-12-05at Norris
Lake

NorrisLakehasover 800 milesof shordineandisapopular
destination. It attracts large numbers of boaters from
Tennessee and other states. In recent yearsthe area has
experienced rapid growth. Thereare now over 23 marinas
with several thousand boat dlips. Over the past fiveyears
the congestion and serious accidents have increased
dramatically with somereferringto Norrisas Tennessee's
deadliest [ake.

NEED FORACTION RECOGNIZED

As aresult of a discussion with TWRA officers Matt
Cameron and Roy Smith, Knoxville area Auxiliarists
recognized the need to improve safety on NorrisLakeand
scheduled a meeting to determine how we could best
accomplishthat. Four Divison 12 Auxilarigts, Bill Barkley,
Pat Rule, Christy Wa sh and TomWa sh met withthe TWRA
officersto outlineaplan of action.

Oneof themgor issuesthey had to recognizewasthedistance
betweenNorrisLakeand thecurrent Knoxvilleareaflotillas.
Theclosest part of thelakewasatwo hour round trip drive.
Some partsof thelakewere over athreehour drive. There
were concerns asto whether current Auxiliary members
would beabletotravel that distanceto assist with starting a
new flatilla

LOCAL INVOLVEMENT

It wasalso clear that they would need alocal contact. Ata
speaking engagement, Tom Walsh mentioned he was a
member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Anaudiencemember,
MikeM cDonough, gpproached Tomto discussthesituation
on Norris Lake. Mike was a former local newspaper
reporter who was aware of the accident rate on the lake.
Livingonthelake, Mikewaseager to hdp and could provide
the necessary local contacts. Miketook Auxiliariststoa
meeting of the Friendsof NorrisLake. Asaresult of that
meeting three more people agreed to assist. Thefirst step
wasto get theword out about the possibility of starting a
flotilla. Auxiliaristsweregiven spaceinabooth at alocal
blues concert that attracted thousands of people. By the
end of that weekend, a dozen potential members had
expressed interest.

Inhindsight, it wasthelocal interest and theinvol vement of
local peoplethat determined the success of thiseffort. In
thiscase, Mike McDonough worked tirelessly to spread
theword and recruit people. With Mikésassstance, posters
were created and placed in firehouses, police stationsand
other public places. Articleswere written for the local
papers. Meetingswere held withlocal marinaownersto
discusstheir issuesand concerns. Themajor focusof al
publicity wasonimproving safety onthelake. Auxiliarists
shared plansfor boating safety courses, boat inspections
and establishing apresence. Themayor, loca officidsand
TWRA provided support.

CONCURRENTAUXILIARY ACTIONS

Concurrent withtheeffortsat NorrisLake, Pat, Bill, Christy
and Tom kept their respectiveflotillas, 12-01 and 12-03
informed about the progress and asked for their support
and assistance. Coxswain and crew members agreed to
providesupport. Additionaly, Fotilla12-01 agreed to have
two of their current memberstransfer toanewly established
flotillato providethe necessary leadership for thefirst year.
TomWashand Bill Barkley served asFC and VFCfor the
first year. Other KnoxvilleareaAuxiliaristsbegantotravel
to Norristo meet with interested people. They included,
Jay McDondd, 12-01, Tim Froehlich, 12-01, Dave Roberts
12-03 and Bill Fink 12-02. The professionalism and
commitment of these people made quite animpression on
prospective members. The coordinated effort began to
attract increasing numbersof potentia members.
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Notably, many of thesewereactivein law enforcement or
firesafety. Auxiliary membersworked withinterested area
residentsfor approximately six monthsto organizeanew
flatilla. All involved AuxiliarigsmadenumeroustripstoNorris
Lakewithout reimbursement.

CHARTERING CEREMONY

On February 27, 2009, thenew flotillacel ebrated itsofficia
launch at Cove Lake State Park. In attendance were
COMO David L. Maul, District Commodore, Rick
Washburn, Digtrict Chief Of Staff, and Walt Whitacre Didtrict
Captain South. After the chartering ceremony, 18local area
residents (who had completed all of the necessary
background checks and were approved by theU. S. Coast
Guard to become founding members of theflotilla) were
swvornin.

CONTINUED SUPPORT

Thegoal of the newly established NorrisLake Flotilla12-
05 isto have enough people qualified as crew by summer
2010to establishapresenceonthelake. Sincelast February,
KnoxvilleareaAuxiliarists, led by Pat Rule 12-03, have
traveled to Norristo conduct training and NorrisLakeflotilla
members travel to Knoxville to participate in training
exercises. Inwinter 2009, therewere 30 Auxiliaristsand 4
facility boatsin 12-05.

LOCAL MEMBERSTAKETHEHELM

Last fall theflotillaheld their elections and el ected | ocal
membersfor flotillacommander and vice. Ernie Cornett
wasd ected FlotillaCommander and Charles Gladwell was
elected Vice Flotilla Commander. Tom Walsh and Bill
Barkley will remain in 12-05 for this year to provide

necessary support.
LESSONSLEARNED

 Obtain support fromthelocal marinasfor onthewater
traning.

» Planeventscarefully todlow for travel time.

* |dentify free spaceto holdtraining and flotillasmeetings.

12-05's isprovided by Cove Lake State Park. The park

also provided excellent spacefor public education

COUrses.

* Funding. Aloca bank provided aninitial smal grant;
however we had to operate on shoestring budget.

* |dentify theloca issuesand statetheminaclear and
cons stent manner acceptabletolocal arearesidents.

* |dentify your target population for recruiting.

* Providetheability to processand check up toforty
gpplications, including tests, interviewsand fingerprinting.
(SK2 Scott Smith from DIRAUX provided much
assistancein quickly and efficiently processing all of the
submitted documentation.)

* Providesufficient training by theend of thefirst year to
beableto elect aFC and VFC and staff officersfromthe
new members.

GOING FORWARD

Hotilla12-05will be conducting boating safety classes,
ingpecting boats and begin patrolling NorrisLake by
summer 2010. Thefellowship and commitment of agroup
of KnoxvilleAuxiliary members, combined with aresl

need to savelives, hasresulted in theformation of thisnew
flatilla

Bob Bruce, Divison Commander, 12
and Tom Walsh, |PFC 12-05
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Anthony F. Buyny
|mmediate Past
Divison Commander - Divison 7

Ronald Cunningham Appreciation
Award - January 2010

On January 9, 2010, | had the pleasure of attending the
annua U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Change of Watch
ceremony of Divison 12inthe Seventh Didrict at theBeach
Colony Resortin Myrtle Beach, SC.

Themain purposeof my vist wasto present anAppreciation
Award plagueto Ronald Cunningham of Flotilla12-1. In
April 2009, Ron Cunningham and hiswife, Jackie moved
to South Carolina. After getting settled intheir new home,
Rontransferred hisauxiliary membershipfrom Divison7,
Eighth Digtrict Eastern Regionin Fittsburgh, PA to Division
12 —Seventh District. Ron served as SO-VE for 13 years
whileinDivison7.

Unfortunately, their moveto South Carolinabecameeffective
beforewe could properly recognize Ronfor hisoutstanding
and professiond serviceinDivision 7. During our hosting
of the Fall Conference 2008 in Fittsburgh, PA, Ron provided
relentless support throughout the entire conference. Our
gopreciaionfor hisservicewarranted morethan just mailing
the plagueto him. However, after numerousemails, phone
calls, and coordination through the Division Commander
(12), Robert Weskerna, | purchased my air travel tickets
and made my reservationsat Myrtle Beach to present the
award in personto Ron at their Change of Watch.

Uponmy arrival at theMyrtleBeachAirport, | wasgreeted
by Ron and Jackie and transported to the resort. The
Change of Watch on Saturday was preceded by the
Commander’sCal and Divison Meeting held on Friday.

Theweekend activitiesclosaly resembled those of aDidrict
Conference. Although thetemperatureswereinthe20's,
thewarm hospitality that | received from Division 12 was
outstanding beyond words. | wasvery impressed withthe
motivation and camaraderie shared between the auxiliary
membersand the active duty and reservists.

During my visit and discussions with severa of their
members, | became re-enchanted with the mission and
capabilitiesof theUSCGAuxiliary. Onemember reiterated
that hejoined the auxiliary to support the missions of the
U.S. Coast Guard, and that if hewanted tojoin a*“boating
club”, hewould havejoined the Power Squadron!

| wish to thank Robert Weskerna, DCDR, Perry Moses,
FC-12-1, and al themembersof Division 12 for alowing
me to share their fellowship. But most of all, | want to
thank Ron Cunningham for his professiona and dedicated
sarviceto Divison 7, Eighth Ditrict Eastern Region.
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Bill McGonigal
Department Chief -
Response
DSAR 2010 Coor dinator

DSAR 2010

WhatisaDSAR? Why arewehaving
one? How do | preparefor it?

DSAR standsfor “District Search and
Rescue’” competition. Thisyear, we
will bring together four teamsfromthe
8" Eastern Region and four teamsfrom
the 8" Western Rivers Region to
demonstratetheir boat crew skillsina
friendly competition. The purpose of
thecompetitionistogiveAuxiliary boat
crews an opportunity to refresh and
improvetheir skill levels. Prior tothe
competition, theteamsneed toreview
the tasks they needed to learn to
become boat crew qualified.

Almost all of the events, except the
underway mission, can be studied or
practiced indoors. Thechart work will
be tested indoors. Grab achart and
have your team practice reading the
chart and plotting courses. If you have
someone in your areawho has been
through the Navigation or AUXSCE
courses, they will know exactly what
you need to work on.

Winter Issue

The Communications Event can be
simulated indoors. Practice the
phonetic alphabet, pro-words, and the
communicationsyou would do before,
during and after apatrol. Don't forget
to check in with “Sector” and give
information to commence a patrol
(including your GAR number) and
terminateapatrol.

Marlingpikeiseasly practicedindoors.
Study and practicetheknotsyou find
intheBoat Crew manual.

Thewritten Seamanship Test will be
givenindoors. It will bebased onthe
Boat Crew Manual, the Navrules, and
theSAR manud. Nothingtricky —just
thethingsyou should aready know.

Line heaving will measure your
accuracy heavingaline. Theheaving
linewill be50feet long, with aball at
theend. Practicethrowing at atarget
about 25 feet away. You can practice
inalong halway, or afairly largeroom,
such asagymnasium or meeting area.
Eventhoughthisevent isentirely on
land, you will need to throw theline
over thesideof a“ship.”

ThePump Eventisalittlemoredifficult
to practiceindoors. However, you can
become familiar with the P-6 pump:
how to unpack it, the starting
indructions, and how torepackiit. (You
may be ableto practice operating the
pump befored| theiceisoff thewater.)

The SAR Execution (underway) event
will require some practicetimeonthe
water. Thiseventwill Smulateapetrol.
You need to consder the pre-underway
briefing, the pre-underway checklist,
commencing apatrol, commsreports

while underway, and terminating a
patrol. However, during this*patrol”
you can expect to have a “Man
Overboard” situation. You will
probably be asked to find adisabled
vessdl. (Review your search patterns.)
Onceyoufindthedisabled vessd, you
can expect totakeitintow. Nothing
herethat you don’t already do!

The Operationd Facility (OPFAC) you
will use comesfully equipped witha
Coxswainand crew. They will submit
ordersfor thepatrol andthat’soneless
thing you have to worry about. The
Coxswain of record will act as
helmsman and steer theboat. TheTeam
Coxswanwill giveinstructionstothe
helmsman and will operatetheradio.
The provided crew will follow your
directions, but they won't handlelines
or provideany advice.

You can also expect to encounter a
coupleof “mystery events.” | can'ttell
you what these will be, but you can’t
practicefor them. Everybody will have
the samedisadvantage.

You might also want to takealook at
the" Operationd Excedlence’ program.
Most of the eventsin the competition
are based on this program. You will
havesome“insde’ informationif you
check thisout.

Didl mentionthefelowship? Youwill
meet other Auxiliaristsand Coast Guard
regularsfromaround the country, learn
how they do things, and get acquainted
over dinner. The DSAR shouldbea
fun event, and one you will want to
repeat next year.

Review, learn, improve

Bill McGonigd
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daybeaconsall of which contribute to the safe movement of

cargo onour river system.

atoncenter.org/.

ANY ATON discrepancy!!

Robert M Craig
DSO - Navigation Services

Over thelast few monthsthe Auxiliary has been tasked
with some new missions to augment the regular Coast
Guard personnel inthe performance of their duties. One
such mission that hasbeen availableisthe observationand
reporting of the condition of aidsto navigation. These so-
called AtoNsincludebridgelights, buoys, daymarksand

Review these sitesand fed freeto ask questions.

Onemay accessthenew Nationd Navigation Sysemswebsite
to view the latest changes and upgrades at http://
www.auxmdept.org/latest_navigation systems divison.htm.
Our own AtoN Command Center is found at http://

Finally, remember ANY Auxiliarist may, and should report

Saff Schedulefor ThePILOTHOUSE Contributions

assignments should enhance publication of a quarterly magazine.

should be with them in proper uniform, and that photos of facilities are rigged correctly.

mailed, or delivered is determined by a number of factors. Deadline dates are indicated in each issue.
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Contributions by individual members throughout the district will always be the most sought after material for each issue. The staff schedule of

All articles published in The PILOTHOUSE must be consistent with the policies of the U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Coast Auxiliary. The purpose of this
publication is to provide information concerning the aims, purposes and activities of the Auxiliary, and to keep its members well informed. Members are
encouraged to send material to be considered for publishing. Material may be edited. Care should be given to ensure that photos of members in uniform

It is not required, but requested you send your article by email, in plain text with photos attached. You may also mail or ship a CD. It's our policy to
provide credit for material and photos. Dated material will be given priority. Prompt production is our goal, but the actual date an issue is printed,
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